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vii

  Preface to Se cond Edition   

 The rapid growth of knowledge in the fi eld of skin diseases due to aquatic agents 
makes publication of this second edition of “ Aquatic Dermatology ” particularly 
timely. Fourteen years ago, the fi rst edition of the monograph was written with the 
object of spreading a better knowledge of a somewhat neglected sector of dermatol-
ogy. But now, thanks to the unlimited spread of aquatic activities for all sorts of 
purposes (holiday, sport, working activities) and to the advances in the understand-
ing of the biology of marine animals, many elements have become mainstays of the 
new text. Therefore, this edition reinforces that earlier goal and has the aim of being 
easily accessible to all those (clinicians, dermatologists, biologists, marine biolo-
gists, emergency doctors, beach lifeguards) interested in the clinical and basic sci-
ence of aquatic dermatology. 

 Each chapter of the fi rst edition has been extensively revised, and a new chapter 
on traumatic injuries caused by fi sh has been added. Diagnostic elements and medi-
cal therapeutics sections have been expanded to refl ect the importance of the differ-
ent diseases. Moreover, this edition has been enhanced by the addition of many 
fi gures of clinical pictures and aquatic animals, as well as new tables, that offer a 
faster overview of the key aspects of each topic. Finally, the title of the work has 
been partly modifi ed in order to highlight the various etiological, biotic, chemical, 
and physical aspects underlying the manifold clinical-pathogenic pictures that can 
be induced in fresh and seawaters, as well as artifi cial pools, household water sup-
plies, and aquaria, in different parts of the globe.  

  Bari, Italy     Gianni     Angelini  ,   MD    
 May 2016     Domenico     Bonamonte  ,   MD, PhD      



    



ix

  Preface to F irst Edition   

 This updated and extended edition of a work fi rst published in Italian 10 years ago 
owes its revised production in both Italian and English to a series of factors. 
Foremost among them is the ever growing number of skin diseases caused by 
aquatic organisms, affecting the immense population that fl ocks to the water for 
holiday, sports, and professional activities. Aquatic skin diseases are no longer only 
a seasonal affl iction but can be observed at any period, thanks to the boom of aquatic 
holidaymaking throughout the year. 

 The volume of literature in the fi eld of aquatic dermatology is rapidly expanding. 
In the USA, one of the nations that is particularly attuned to the problem, a Bulletin, 
the “Jellyfi sh Sting Newsletter” has been issued six-monthly for the last 10 years. It 
is edited by Prof. Joseph W Burnett (Department of Dermatology, University of 
Maryland School of Medicine, International Consortium for Jellyfi sh Stings, 405 W 
Redwood St., 6th fl oor, Baltimore, Maryland 21201, USA), one of the great pio-
neers and researchers in the fi eld of skin reactions to marine organisms. 

 The widespread passion for aquariums fi lled with tropical saltwater or freshwa-
ter animals, together with various pathogenic bacteria, has also contributed to the 
increase in aquatic skin diseases. 

 In this new edition of the book, etiological and clinical aspects have been thor-
oughly updated and the illustrations renewed. Greater attention has also been paid 
to aquatic biotic agents from tropical countries that can now be observed every-
where as “imported” diseases. 

 Finally, the book aims to make a modest contribution to the knowledge of some 
aquatic animals that have only developed a poisonous apparatus for protective pur-
poses. A fuller understanding of these fascinating creatures may help people to 
better appreciate the beauty of the aquatic environment and to enjoy this enthralling 
habitat at lesser risk.  

  Bari, Italy     Gianni     Angelini  ,   MD    
 May 2002      Domenico     Bonamonte  ,   MD, PhD      
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